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SCHOOL CLOSURE POLICY 

 
  

I CONTEXT OF THE POLICY 
 
 On occasion, events may evolve which raise the concern for the health, 

safety and wellbeing of our pupils, staff and visitors to School.  Such events 
may be related to extreme weather (eg snow or excessive heat), a serious 
problem with the school premises, (eg no heating or water), contagion (eg a 
‘flu epidemic) etc.  In such events, the closure of the School may need to be 
considered. 

 

II RELATED DOCUMENTS 
 
 School – Rainbow Plan 
 School – Health and Safety Policy 
 School – Unexpected School Closure Protocol 
 School – Emergency Evacuation Procedure 
 School – Hot Weather Protocol 
 School – Communicable Diseases Protocol 
 School – Broadmoor Hospital Escape Procedure 
 School – Lockdown Procedure 
 School – Visitors Policy 
 

1 Underlying principle 
 
The health and safety of pupils, staff and visitors is of paramount importance.  
It follows that if, following conducting a risk assessment, the Headteacher 
reasonably considers that it is in the interests of health and safety to close the 
School, he/she will do so. 

 

2 Risk Assessment 
 
2.1 As part of the risk assessment, the Headteacher will consult, where possible, 

with relevant parties.  For further details see the School’s Unexpected School 
Closure Protocol. 

 
2.2 For the avoidance of any doubt: 
 

2.2.1 Where events determine that an insufficient number of staff are able to 
attend the School to provide the correct level of care and safety for the 
pupils, the Headteacher will close the school until such time that 
sufficient numbers of staff are in attendance. 

 
2.2.2 The Headteacher will take any direction issued by Wokingham 

Borough Council into account when reaching a decision to close the 
School. 
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3 Notification 
 

In the event of deciding to close the School, the Headteacher will notify 
Meadow Nursery, After School Club, Wokingham Borough Council, staff and 
parents following the Unexpected School Closure Procedure.  The School will 
also use the emergency announcements offered by local radio set out in the 
Unexpected School Closure Protocol as well as, where possible, the School’s 
website, email and text service, to disseminate information about the School 
closure. 
 


