
Maths 

Ideas for Addition 

1. Adding together two one-digit numbers e.g. 5 + 4 

Children can use their fingers to add two one-digit numbers together. The easiest way to do this is to 

place the larger number in your head and then add on the smaller number. Roll two dice to create 

different additions or ask your child to select numbers that can be written on post-it notes or drawn 

in a table. 

2. Adding together a two-digit and one-digit number e.g. 21 + 7 

Children can use their fingers to add a one-digit number to a two-digit number by placing the larger 

number in their head e.g. 21, holding up their fingers to show the one-digit number e.g. 7 and 

counting on 7 places to calculate the answer. You can also use a 30cm ruler as a number line or a 100 

square (ask Google for one). 

3. Adding together two two-digit numbers e.g. 23 + 12 

Children have been taught to use a blank number line or the ‘bubble and partition method’ for this.  

Look at the ‘Walter KS1 Maths strategies’ in the home learning section on the website to find out 

how it is done. Children can create their own number sentences using a table like this: 

Starting Number Add 

  

25 

32 17 

15 21 

23 

12 

25 
14 

16 
23 

21 

11 

Make the numbers harder or easier to suit your child. 


